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How to talk to your dog

ood communication
Is key to a reward-
ing relationship
with your dog, and
the conversation

has to go both ways. Try these

tips to convey what you

want to your pet and help

you understand what

he s saying in return:

Keep commands short
and simple. Dogs understand
human speech by taking cues from

distinct sounds. Short words ending in a
clearly enunciated consonant are best.

Expand your dog's vocab-
ulary. Dogs can understand

hundreds of words, but each should
be linked to a specific object or action.
Dogs cannot understand complete sen-
tences. However, they will pick up on
your tone of voice (happy, sad, con-
cerned) and respond accordingly.

Listen closely. Dogs barks
mean something. Many dog owners
say they can tell by the tone of their

dog’s bark whether a friend or a stranger
is approaching the house.

Check the tail. A new study
. shows that a dog wagging his tail

with a bias to the right is excited
and happy to see you. A dog wagging his
tail predominately to the left is excited
but unsure or fearful. Since it can be hard
to tell the difference, interpret all tail-
wagging in context: If a dog is wagging
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his tail but also growling, it's best to back
off.

Look into his eyes. Rapid
blinking is a sign of nervousness or
deep thought. A dog that blinks rap-

idly after being given a command is
deciding whether or not to obey.

Read the "writing" on the

wall. Call it pee-mail or canine

graffiti - urine marking is an impor-
tant method of communication for dogs. It
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may indicate territoriality, possessiveness
or hostility. If you notice where he marks,
you may be able to understand and
address his concerns. And if a dog nudges
you in the crotch or other pheromone-rich
regions, he s just trying to get to know
you from your scent.

Dr. Dodman is director of the Animal
Behavior Clinic at Tufts Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine and author
of Dogs Behaving Badly and other
books.
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Lyme Disease

HOW IS IT SPREAD?

BY BRENT CARR OLL, DVM, BANFIELD: THE PET
HOSPIT AL, WWW.BANFIELD .NET

eer ticks, which are prevalent in vari

ous parts of the Unitedt&es, are the

major carrier of yme disease. But

some other species of ticks can also
carry the disease.

For the bacteria to spread to the victim, tickg
must remain attached for about 48 hours-whiclp
is why it’'s so important to detect them eaity
is unlikely that your Pet will spread ticks to you
once attached, ticks enjoy only one meal!

Other ticks can also carry the bacteria, and
ticks themselves are spread by manyjedent
animals, including birds that may transport them

long distancesTicks also spread such dis

eases as Rocky Mountain Spotted Fevef
and ehrlichiosis, a disease thdeatfs
the blood cellsWhen it comes to
ticks, dont take any chances!

WHAT TO WATCH FOR
If you find a tick on your pet, watch for these signs of Lyme disease over the next several weeks:

Fever. Your pet's Depression . Lameness . This sign is one “Bullse ye” rash. Thisrashis a
abdomen may Your pet may be of the most common,; your pet strong clue that the bacteria has been
feel overly warm lethargic. Lack may be limping or have transmitted, but keep in mind that hair
to the touch. of appetite. swollen and painful joints. may disguise the rash on your pet.

If you see any of these signs, bring your pet in for an appointment immediately!
Visit www.banfield.net to learn about preventive care for Lyme disease.
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